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ABOUT "THE CRYPT ARTIST"

The Crypt Artist by Deborah O'"Toole was released by Club Lighthouse Publishing in
June 2020.

A near-starving artist finds himself inspired by a group of long-dead classic painters in a
rundown loft in SoHo, New York.

Struggling artist Luca Wolfe lives in a dilapidated warehouse loft in SoHo, New York,
barely eking out a living from sales of his work. One night he begins to paint a
reproduction of art from the past, but becomes too inebriated to continue. When he
awakens, he finds the painting complete, but unlike the creation he began the night
before.

Frequent visits from the ghost of Malachy O'Leary - a quirky Irish poet from the far
distant past - convinces Luca he is on the verge of losing his mind. He hears strange
music and sees lights coming from the vacant apartment Malachy used to occupy while
he was alive, and soon discovers Malachy is not alone: he is often accompanied by a
perpetually hissing cat, and shares his old apartment with a selection of famous artists
from long ago. Luca is the only one who can see the phantom visions and hear the
ghostly talk, further convincing him he is slipping into a well of insanity from which
there is no return.

However, a budding romance with another troubled resident of the building - criminal
psychologist Izzy Richards - gives Luca the self-confidence and inspiration he craves,
allowing him to delve deeper into his spurt of remarkable creativity like never before.

An unexpected windfall places Luca into a different arena, forcing him to deal with those
who would take it away from him, even take his life for the circumstances he suddenly

finds himself in. With the help of Malachy O'Leary and his odd stable of ghostly

companions, Luca prevails.

But if he cannot alter the course of his own life in the process, all he has achieved will be
invain. ..

For more, go to: https://deborahotoole.com/


https://deborahotoole.com/

ABOUT THE GHOSTS
The six ghosts portrayed in The Crypt Artist by Deborah O'Toole reside in the

dilapidated complex of loft apartments known as the Ramsey Building in SoHo, New
York.

Apart from Malachy O'Leary, who is a fictional character of the author's own making,
and his pet feline Hissy, based on a real cat who is still very much alive, the phantoms

in the storyline are all built on real artists from the past.

* HOWARD RUSSELL BUTLER (1856-1934)

Founder of the American Fine Arts Society, Howard
Russell Butler also attended Princeton University. He was
proud of his career as a patent lawyer, which ceased in
1884 when he decided to focus solely on art. He considered
one of his best achievements to be a solar eclipse painting
that he did for the U.S. Naval Observatory. He also did a

portrait of Andrew Carnegie, and went on to help construct

Carnegie Lake, contributing his time and effort on behalf of
Princeton's rowing team. He also spent time in France, but eventually retired to a
house by Carnegie Lake, where he died in 1934, at the age of seventy-eight. To the
present day, Howard's paintings - mainly of seascapes - are still on exhibit at places
such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Smithsonian American Art Museum,

and the American Museum of Natural History.

While attempting to follow the life history of the ghost artists in The Crypt Artist, 1
did take some liberties with the personal life of Howard Russell Butler. This was done
to provide a clink in that seemingly irascible armour of his, to give him a vulnerability
otherwise not found in his ghostly mein. The real Howard Butler and his wife never
lost a child to drowning in Carnegie Lake. Brief mention of the incident was my

fictitious dose into his background, but only for storyline purposes.



e JEANNE HEBUTERNE (1898-1920)

Jeanne Hébuterne was a French-born artist who
became more well-known for her love affair with
painter and sculptor Amedeo Modigliani. They were
introduced to each other by Russian sculptor Chana
Orloff in 1917, when Amedeo was thirty-three and she
but a nineteen-year-old innocent. Her love for him
was all-consuming. It was a love and fervour that never

died, even after he passed from the earth to be

followed by her own demise. They fell in love quickly,
to the dismay of her family, who viewed the older artist as nothing more than a
"debauched derelict." Within a short time Amedeo and Jeanne moved in together,
and she became the principal subject of his art. His first one-man art gallery showing,
at the Berthe Weill Gallery in Paris, was closed by the chief of police a few hours after
its opening because of outrage over the featured nudes of Jeanne. Amedeo and Jeanne
moved to Nice, and then Cagnes-sur-Mer a year after meeting, where Jeanne gave
birth to their same-named daughter. They returned to Paris some months later, where

they lived in an apartment on Rue de la Grande Chaumiere.

Amedeo's health began to decline, due to tuberculosis and long spells of severe
drinking. After his death in 1920, Jeanne was inconsolable, leading her to end her
own life - and that of their unborn second child - the day after her beloved's death.
They were buried separately for many years, due to her family's disapproval of
Amedeo, but were finally reunited in death when her remains were moved to rest
beside him at Pere Lachaise Cemetery in 1930. His epitaph read "Struck down by
death at the moment of glory," while on Jeanne's headstone were the words: Devoted

companion to the extreme sacrifice. Her most well-known work was a portrait named

Death.



e HISSY O'LEARY (1944-1954)

Feline pet of Malachy O'Leary. She wandered into his life in
1944 as a tiny kitten, a stray from the streets. Hissy followed
Malachy everywhere. After Malachy died, the cat lost the
will to live. She wandered the building, refusing to eat or

take comfort from anyone. No one could catch her. She

eventually came back to Malachy's flat, where she laid down
in front of the door and died. One of the other tenants at the time found her little
body, stiff with eyes open, and her mouth twisted into a permanent hiss. Rest assured,

the real Hissy is very much alive and her name suits her to a tee.

e MALACHY MICHALEEN O'LEARY (1888-1954)
FICTIONAL CHARACTER (based on the late Mick Egan
from Birr, County Offaly, Ireland). Malachy O'Leary was a
minor 20th-century poet. His three published collections
include Verses from Dubh Linn, Limericks on the Lam and
Poems from Blackpool, most of which but not all were off-
the-cuff poems with occasional sad prose thrown into the

mix. Malachy was born in Dublin, Ireland, the youngest of

five sons. His parents were Patrick O'Leary, a bricklayer,

and Mary Donovan O'Leary. After one year at Trinity College in Dublin, where he
studied literature, Malachy migrated to the United States, settling in New York City.
After the relative success of his three published works, O'Leary faded into obscurity.
Once in awhile he would do poetry readings at various pubs and bookstores in SoHo,
but for the most part remained reclusive. He never married. His closest companion for

many years was a stray cat named Hissy, who he rescued as a kitten from the streets of

SoHo.

O'Leary was known as an eccentric character in the SoHo area. One oft-repeated story
of his antics included riding a bicycle down Broome Street with his cat Hissy sitting in

a basket on the handlebars, where he greeted everyone that passed by with "Very well,



thank you" even when they were not addressing him. He allegedly also made a habit
of having conversations with lampposts on the same street, usually after a night of
heavy drinking. O'Leary died in 1954 at the age of sixty-six. He was buried at the
Marble Cemetery on Second Street in New York City.

e PHILIP HUGH PADWICK (1876-1958)

Born and bred in England, Padwick enjoyed a certain degree of
fame in his lifetime. Two of his works, Harbour Scene and Scene
in Yorkshire, were once on exhibit at the Royal Academy of Arts.
He was known for his oil landscapes and impressionistic

creations, often using bold colours. His most memorable work,

by most standards, was Looking Toward Chanctonbury.
Chadwick lived to the ripe old age of eighty-two, dying peacefully at his home in
Midhurst, West Sussex in 1958.

* JOHN QUIDOR (1801-1881)

During his lifetime, Quidor went about his artistic career in
relative obscurity. For a time, he made a living in his native
New York by painting banners, and doing decorative work for
fire stations and on steamboats. His two most well-known
portraits became Rip Van Winkle and The Headless Horseman
Pursuing Ichabod Crane. He lived in Chicago for a time, but

died in New Jersey about a month before his 81st birthday. It
wasn't until 1942, sixty-one years later, that his work was rediscovered at a showing
put on by the Brooklyn Museum of Art. Fond of macabre elements with a dash of
humour, some of Quidor's other well-known pieces included Dancing on the Battery,

Dorothea, Money Diggers and The Voyage from Communipaw to Hell Gate.



IMAGE CREDITS:

Howard Russell Butler (Smithsonian Institution/USA; no restrictions).

Jeanne Hébuterne; image source (Galerie Andre Roussard, Montmartre); date of image is
unknown. The image is in the public domain in the United States of America, which applies to
U.S. works where copyright has expired because its first publication occurred prior to January 1,
1923.

Hissy O'Leary (photo by Deborah O 'Toole, used with permission).

Malachy O'Leary (aka Barry Fitzgerald), from unknown, image in public domain.

Philip Hugh Padwick = English actor Leslie Howard (1893-1943). Image from Wikipedia via
PHOTOFEST publicity photo from GONE WITH THE WIND. Image originally created on
31st December 1938; classified as "public domain." (Re Wikipedia: This work is in the public
domain because it was published in the United States between 1923 and 1977 and without a
copyright notice).

John Quidor = Mexican singer and actor Diego Boneta (1990-present). Image from BUZZ
FEED.

OTHER CREDITS

Book cover design: Deborah O'Toole (a// sizes and related logos).

Artistic Creative Advisor: Tracy Jon Powell.
Malachy O'Leary Scene Advisor: Brendan Gallagher.

SOCIAL MEDIA/WEBSITE
» The Crypt Artist @ Facebook:

heeps://www.facebook.com/thecryptartist/

* The Crypt Artist official website:

https://deborahotoole.com/tca/
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Deborah O'Toole is the author of Celtic Remnants, The Crypr Artist, Glinhaven, In the

Shadow of the King and Mind Sweeper.

In addition, she writes darkly abstract poetry (7orn Bits & Pieces) and short-story
juvenile fiction (Short Tales Collection), and is the author of a series of historical essays,

articles and book reviews for Ambermont Magazine and Class Notes.

Writing as Deidre Dalton, Deborah is author of the "Collective Obsessions Saga,"
which chronicles the extraordinary loves and dark obsessions between two families
sweeping a span of more than 165 years, most of which are set against the backdrop of
a magnificent seaside mansion in Maine. Books in the ten-part family saga include
Hearts in Sorrow, The Advent, Quixotic Crossings, The Twain Shall Meet, Enthrallment,
The Keeper's Journal, Hearts Desires, The Twilight, Megan's Legacy and Limb of Iniquity.

Also writing as Deidre Dalton, Deborah is author of "The Bloodline Trilogy." The
novels follow the uniquely magical yet ominous journey of three women through

time. The trilogy includes Bloodfrost, Bloodlust and Blood ¢ Soul.

Using the pseudonym Shenanchie O'"Toole, Deborah also writes for the recipe website
Food Fare. She is writer and co-editor of a dozen cookbooks, along with more than

forty titles in the Food Fare Culinary Collection.

Deborah O'Toole

https://deborahotoole.com/


https://deborahotoole.com/

